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COLLECTOR'S EYE

Les passionnés d’art nous disent ce qu’ils aiment et achetent

Paul-Emmanuel

Reifters:

« Il faut aider
les artistes a grandir »

Thoeo Stéphane
Ienprre

30

=

aukEmmanuel
Reiffers, fondareur
et président du
groupe internatio-
nal de communi
cation Mazarine,
actif dans Je huxe,
Tart et la mode, est aussi 2 l'origine
de Reiffers Art Initiatives. T pré-
sente pendant Art Basel Paris
une exposition de Tarck Lakhrissi
et de son mentor Ugo Rondinone.

Vous souvenez-vous

de vos premlers achars?

Jai toujours eu des coups de coeur,
comme pour des gouaches de
Victor Brauner. Mon premier achat
sérieux a €€ Gérard Garouste.

Je sortais beaucoup an Palace,

o il avait décoré le Privildge au
sous-sol. Il avait illustré la Divine
comédie de Dante ct exposait chez

Paul-Emmanuel

Reiffers:
“Artists need

support to grow”

aukEmmanuel
Reiffers, founder
and president
of the intema
tonal commu
nications group
Mazarine, active
in huxury. art. and fashion. is also
the visionary behind Reiffers Ant
Initiatives. During Art Bascl Paris,

he is presenting an exhibition
by Tarek Lakhrissi and his mentor
Uigo Rondinone.

Do you remember

your first acquisitions?

Tve always followed my
instincts and bought works like
Victor Brauner's gouaches. My
first serious purchase was Gérard
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COLLECTORS EYE

Art lovers tell us what they’ve bought and why

Durand-Dessert: c'est aver loi

que jai commencd 3 avedr des
sensations ef 3 collectionner!

FPuis affiné mon oeil et ma
réflexion, vers des artistes plus
minimalistes, phus abstmirs, tels
i Pierre Sotilages en 2007 qusd
il érait taxne d'dre trogy « fEangais .
J'ai adoré g3 radicalité! Ou, entre
aurres, Daniel Buren dont j°ai

une v réalisée |'annde de ma
naissance, Soil on prend oe gue
T'om veut d'un artiste, soif on essaie
dracheter des ceuvnes viaiment
importantes, pas juste des
margues. L'ocuvee et Partiste sont
aussi importants I'un que 'aoire.
Dans la mesune du possible,
Jressaie done de trouver des pigoes
de premier plan, Avec le tremps.

il Tt collectionner des artistes
plus jeunes, car ensiite, les

ainés celebres disparaissent 1
deviennen! inaccessibles, De toule
Tagon, I'amm n'est pas une passion
raisonmable. Om e sl janais

e gue vonl devenir les anistes
que 'on achée.

el a été vorre dernier achat?
Jai eu un gres coup de coeur poar
une sculpiure en lifge et conen
de PAméricano-pakisranaise
Huma Ehabha, exposée au Palais
de Tokyo en présentée aujourd i
daiis I'exposition du Palazza
Cirassi 3 Vienise s Julie Mehrem,
Ensembles]. Je la reeevimi en
Janvier, guand Iexposition ser ter-
minée. Dans les absiraifs. je viens
dacheter une petite famme de

Wade Guyton. Un bijoul Ce n'est
pas Torocment la taille qui compre,
il Faul saveir varier bes formals.

Coelles sont vos

galeries de prédilections?

11 faut acheter les bons artistes,
qu'ils seient représentés i Paris
on aller a Mérranger. ['habimis
e Mazarine, d'on e nom de
i sncidnd, er Kamel Mennoar
await £ galerie dans b méme
e, ce qui nous 2 valu de solides
liens. Uhumain resie fondamental.
Jachéte aussi che Perrotin, gue
Jlapprécie dgalement beancoup
pour La dynamique qu'il a réussi
& orfer Je snis fgalement proche
e Hauser & Wirth, chez qui

j"ai acguis beaucoup d'antistes
afro-amérteains oomime Rashid
Johmson ou Loma Simpson,

au poine de ke une collec-
Tion gmportanne. EXpuis aussi

Pourguoi ces artistes?

Jai wéon quinze ans en Afrique,
CEtail natrel pour m de
collectiommer de Iant africin

ef afro-américain. Mais depuis
2014, pas depuis quatte ans! ['ai
commence i acheter Rashid
Johmson quand il fradr imeonnm;
Al doguis presgue Wues ses sénes
ARNSH GUHNE SCulTue qii a ¢
préseniée au Musée Cuggenheim
dhe New Yok Clenn Ligon, que
Jradore; Theaster Cates aussi dont
J°ai mis une cewvre dans Pescalier
icd [ses burean]: Loma Simpson...

[us ot dles artistes africains., j'ai
ou la chance d°obienir un tablean
dhmoake Boal. Pour I'ant igumatil
africain, il faut &tre trés exigeant,
car d'un tableaw 4 lanire, iy a

de vraics difffrences de qualitg,

uen est-il des artistes
frangais?

T eredt be Tonds de dorarion
Reillers Ar Initiarives, nom pour
mentrer mes Gbleanx mais pour
e servic de 1'acods aux artisres
imporiants. gque javais en les collec
tiomnant. pour soutenir de jeanes
artistes frangais. Tant qu'a faire, je
me suis dit que je devais collection-
mer les crfatcurs gui oni une Sme,
un engagement néel.... [lss%en-
gagent bénévolement dans le pro-
gramme de MenTorar e créent

dhes expesitions ensemble, Rashid
Johnson a ainsi accepaé d'dire le
menior de Kenny Dunkan : Kehinde
Willey celui d'Alexandre Diop;
Loma Simpson, celle de Galle
Choisne [laundaie cetie semaine

du Prix Marcel Duchamp 204,
ndlr]. Cet automne, c'est an tour
dkm kondinone de travailler avec
Tarek Lakhrissi... Ugo Rondinone a
imansionmé les leux et oréd un emvi-
romnement colore imrmersit od se
diplosent bes ceivres de Tarek. Nous
achetons des piices de ces jelnes
walents, aii tirre du fonds ou de ma
exellection, Les artisies onl besoin
el soaplien poar porvoir grindin

Propos recirellis par Alexandre Crochet

e, | spent a lot of time ar
the nightclub Le Palace, where

b hied decorated the Privilege

im the: basement. He had ilhas-
trsated Diande's Divine Comedy and
exhibited a1 Durand Dessen 2 il
was through him that 1 first felt
ithe thrill of collecting. Unver time,
iy e and taste evolved towands
minimalist, absiract artists like
Pierre Soulages, whom | stared
collecting in 2007, when he was
often dismissed a5 “mo French™.
Tlowed his radical approach] Then
there are others, like Daniel Buren.

year 1 was born. You can either
Ty whiall you connet wilh from
an artist. or you can look for really
sipnificant pieoes, not just popular
mames. The work and the artist

are equally imporiant. Whenever
possible, 1ty to find cutstanding
|pieces. (wer time, i's important o
include younger arises, becanse the
older arvists pass away. Their work
becomes unafiordable, Am isna
rational passion: you never know
howw an arises career will develop,

What was your

most recent acquisition?

I recenitly fell in bove with a cork
and conen stee] soulpiure by the
American-Pakistani artist Huma
Bhabha, which was shown at
the Palais de Tokyo and is now
im the “Julie Mehrene Ensemble”
exhibition at the Palazzo Crassi
im Vienace. Il get it in [anuary after
the show clnses. 1 also recently

collection. And then, of course,
there"s David Zwimmer..

Why these artisis?

1 spent fifteen years in Aftica,

so collecting African and African-
American ar came nanrally o
me, But | started in 2004, not in
the last four years) | sarmed buying
Raghid Johnson's work hefore

he was

mioas and boughi almost
all of his series and a sculpiure thar
wias shown ar the Cugpenheim

in New York: T also admine Clenn
Ligon and Theaster Gates. whose
work ['ve installed in the staircase
of my office. along with Lorma
Simpson... Amomng African artists,
1'was lucky enough o get a paini-
ing by Amoako Boato. You have ro
he very selective with African fig-
nrEnive arm, as the qualiny can vary
grearly from one work 1o another,

Whant about French artisis?

1 crearesd the Reilfers A Initiarives
endowment fund. not Lo dis
my own works, but to use my
access (0 major artists, which

1 gained through collecting,

o support young French artisis.
I decided to collect artists with a
real soul and commitment. These
arrin volimarily mke par in the
[

orig progrmnme and creare
exhibitions ogether, For example,
Rashid Johnson has agresd o
mentor Kenny Dunkan, Kehinde
Wiley has supponted Alexandre
Diop, and Lomma Simpson has men-
tored Gaglle Choisne [who has just




ACqred a STal e scuipiune
by Wade Guyton. It’s a gem! Size

«Ugo Rondinone doesn't always matter; it's about
16-20 OCTOBER 2024  17RucduFbg Poissonnidre, PARISOS srieeciadussl | varying formals thoughifully
PREVIEW: 15 OCTOBER PARISINTERNATIONALE.COM of red biue What are your

and yellow?s, favourite galleries?

1r's abour acquiring the right

16 novembre antists, whether they are repre

2024, Relffers sented in Paris or abroad. | lived

Artinitiatives, on rue Mazarine, which inspired

Relffers Art the name of my company,

Center, 30, rue and Kamel Meanour had his

des Acaclas, gallery on the same street, so we

75017 Parls, developed a dose relationship.

www.relffersart Relationships remain fundamental

Initiatives.com 1also buy from Pesvotin, whose

dynamic energy [ admire. I'm close
to Hauser & Wirth, where I've
collected many African-American
artisty, such as Rashid johnson
and Lorna Simpson. to the point
where I've built up a substantial

won (he Marcel Duchamp Prize
2024, editor’s notel. This autumn
it's Ugo Rondinone’s tum to work
with Tarck Lakhrissi. Ugo has
transformed the space, creating an
immersive, colourful environment
for TareK's work, We acquire pieces
by these young talents, either

for the fund or for my collection
Artists need support (o grow.

Interview by Alexandre Crochet

“Ugo Rondinone and Tarek
Lakhrissl. Who Is Afrald of Red,
Biue and Yellow?",

until 16 November 2024,
Relffers Art Initiatives,

Retfifers Art Center,

30 Rue des Acadlas, 75017 Parts,
www.relffersartinitiatives.com
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Tarek Lakhrissi & Ugo Rondinone au / at the Reiffers Art Center 3 Paris, 2024, Mhoto AC



